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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 
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6) M Claim(s) 26.27.29-32,58.59 and 61-64 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action, dated November 16, 2004, is in response to Applicant's amendment, filed 
August 5, 2004. Claims 26, 27, 29-32, 58, 59 and 61-64 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale 
in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 26, 27, 29, 30, 58, 59 and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Watanabe (US 5,598,395) . 

In regard to claim 26, Watanabe discloses an information recording and reproduction 
method for an information recording medium, wherein a temperature range indicating a range of 
apparatus temperatures of an information recording and reproduction apparatus includes a 
plurality of segmented temperature ranges each individually defined on the recording medium 
(Fig. 2 and Col. 5, lines 30-36), the method comprising the steps of: (a) measuring an apparatus 
temperature of the information recording and reproduction apparatus (Fig. 3, element SI); (b) 
obtaining a recording and reproduction condition corresponding to a segmented temperature 
range which includes the measured apparatus temperature (Fig. 3, element S5); and (c) performing 
recording and reproduction based on the obtained recording and reproduction condition (Fig. 3, 
element S6), wherein the step (b) includes the step of acquiring the recording and reprodtaction 
condition by adjustment processing (Fig. 3, element S5). The step is interpreted as including 
adjustment processing because the step is used to adjust laser power. 



Application/Control Number: 09/802,794 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2652 

In regard to claim 27, Watanabe discloses that the recording and reproduction condition 
defines an operation condition when an information recording and reproduction apparatus which 
can have the information recording medium mounted thereon performs data recording and 
reproduction (Fig. 2). 

In regard to claim 29, Watanabe discloses that the method according to claim 28 further 
comprises the step of: (d) recording the recording and reproduction condition on the information 
recording medium (Col. 5, lines 32-36). 

In regard to claim 30, Watanabe discloses that the information recording medium includes 
a drive information area having drive information including the recording and reproduction 
condition recorded therein, and, the step (b) includes the step of reading the recording and 
reproduction condition recorded in the drive information area (Col. 5, lines 32-36). 

In regard to claim 58, Watanabe discloses an information recording and reproduction 
apparatus for an information recording medium, wherein a temperature range indicating a range of 
apparatus temperatures of the information recording and reproduction apparatus includes a 
plurality of segmented temperature ranges each individually defined on the recording medium 
(Fig. 2 and Col. 5, lines 30-36), the apparatus comprising: a temperature measuring section for 
measuring an apparatus temperature of the information recording and reproduction apparatus 
(Fig. 1, element 14); an adjustment information processing section for obtaining a recording and 
reproduction condition corresponding to a segmented temperature range which includes the 
measured apparatus temperature (Fig. 1, element 4 and Col. 5, lines 19-24); and a recording and 
reproduction control section for performing recording and reproduction based on the obtained 
recording and reproduction condition (Fig. 1, element 12), wherein the adjustment information 
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processing section acquires the recording and reproduction condition by adjustment processing 
(Col. 5, lines 19-24), Adjusting the light power is interpreted as adjustment processing. 

In regar d to claim 59, Watanabe discloses that the recording and reproduction condition 
defines an operation condition when an information recording and reproduction apparatus 
performs data recording and reproduction (Fig, 2). 

In regard to claim 62, Watanabe discloses that the information recording medium includes 
a drive information ar ea having drive information including the recording and reproduction 
condition recorded therein, and, the adjustment information processing section reads the 
recording and reproduction condition recorded in the drive information area (Col. 5, lines 32-36), 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that die subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 31, 32, 61, 63 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Watanabe in view of Takahashi (US 5,898,655). 

In regar d to claim 31, Watanabe does not disclose that the drive information includes 
version information which indicates a condition at which the recording and reproduction condition 
is acquired, and the method further includes the step of: (e) determining whether the recording 
and reproduction condition is re-usable or needs to be updated, based on the version information. 
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Takahashi discloses a drive information area (Fig. 1, PREC and Fig. 2) having drive 
information including a recording and reproduction condition (Fig. 2, Optimum Recording Power) 
and version information (Fig. 2, ID) which indicates a condition at which the recording and 
reproduction condition is acquired recorded therein, a step of reading the recording and 
reproduction condition recorded in the drive information area (Fig. 4, element S6), and the step of 
determining whether the recording and reproduction condition is re-usable or needs to be 
updated, based on the version information (Fig. 4, element S5 and Col. 3, lines 23-29). In the 
method (Fig. 4) of Takahashi, a recording and reproduction condition is optimized for each 
combination of information recording medium and information recording and reproduction 
apparatus by performing a test writing (Col. 3, lines 42-67) while preventing repetition of useless 
test writing (Col. 4, lines 24-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include version information which indicates a condition at which the 
recording and reproduction condition is acquired in the drive information area of Watanabe and 
for the method of Watanabe to further include the step of determining whether the recording and 
reproduction condition is re-usable or needs to be updated, based on the version information as 
suggested by Takahashi, the motivation being to optimize a recording and reproduction condition 
for each combination of information recording medium and information recording and 
reproduction appar atus by performing a test writing while preventing repetition of useless test 
writing. 

In regard to claim 61, Watanabe does not disclose that the adjustment information 
processing section records the recording and reproduction condition on the information recording 
medium. 
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Takahashi discloses an adjustment information processing section (Fig. 3, elements 3, 8 
and 10) that records a recording and reproduction condition (Fig. 2, Optimum Recording Power 
and Fig. 4, element SI 3) on the information recording medium (Fig. 3, element 1) so that the 
recording and reproduction condition is optimized for each combination of information recording 
medium and information recording and reproduction apparatus by performing a writing (Col. 3, 
lines 42-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time die 
invention was made for the adjustment information processing section of Watanabe to record the 
recording and reproduction condition on the information recording medium as suggested by 
Takahashi, the motivation being to optimize the recording and reproduction condition for each 
combination of information recording medium and information recording and reproduction 
apparatus. 

In regard to claim 63, Watanabe does not disclose that the drive information includes 
version information which indicates a condition at which the recording and reproduction condition 
is acquired, and the adjustment information processing section determines whether the recording 
and reproduction condition is re-usable or needs to be updated, based on the version information. 

Takahashi discloses a drive information area (Fig. 1, PREC and Fig. 2) having drive 
information including a recording and reproduction condition (Fig. 2, Optimum Recording Power) 
and version information (Fig. 2, ID) which indicates a condition at which the recording and 
reproduction condition is acquired recorded therein and an adjustment information processing 
section (Fig. 3, elements 3, 8 and 10) that reads the recording and reproduction condition 
recorded in the drive information area (Fig, 4, element S6) and determines whether the recording 
and reproduction condition is re-usable or needs to be updated, based on the version information 
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(Fig. 4, element S5 and Col. 3, lines 23-29). In the information recording and reproduction 
apparatus (Fig. 3) of Takahashi, a recording and reproduction condition is optimized for each 
combination of information recording medium and information recording and reproduction 
apparatus by performing a test writing (Col. 3, lines 42-67) while preventing repetition of useless 
test writing (Col. 4, lines 24-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include version information which indicates a condition at which the 
recording and reproduction condition is acquired in the drive information area of Watanabe and 
for the adjustment information processing section of Watanabe to determine whether the 
recording and reproduction condition is re-usable or needs to be updated, based on the version 
information as suggested by Takahashi, the motivation being to optimize a recording and 
reproduction condition for each combination of information recording medium and information 
recording and reproduction apparatus by performing a test writing while preventing repetition of 
useless test writing. 

In regard to claims 32 and 64, Takahashi discloses that the version information includes 
history information concerning firmware for an information recording and reproduction apparatus 
(Fig. 2, ID). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed August 5, 2004 with respect to rejections under 35 USC 102(b) 
based on Watanabe have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. In response to 
applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of applicant's invention, it is 
noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., "adjustment processing" being different 
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than obtaining a recording and reproduction condition by reading a recorded recording and 
reproduction condition) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). A step or 
process that obtains a recording and reproduction condition to adjust laser power is interpreted 
adjustment processing because it is a process that adjusts. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to rejections under 35 USC 102(e) based on Akagi et al 
(US 6,434,096) have been considered but are moot in view of the newground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the newground(s) of rejection presented in this Olfice 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR LI 36 (a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisoiy action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisoiy action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael V Battaglia whose telephone number is (703) 305-4534. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5-4/9 Plan with 1st Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Hoa T Nguyen can be reached on (703) 305-9687. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). i 




